
Our vision is of healthy children who will 

grow up connected to their families,  

communities and culture.  We will work  

together toward the day all children and  

families have skills, knowledge, education 

and support to ensure their children and 

their children’s children will not enter the 

child welfare or justice systems.  

 

Aboriginal children need homes now… 

Children and youth who are connected to their  
families,  communities and cultures do better as 
adults. 
 
When Aboriginal children need to be away from 
their families, it is important for them to be with a 
family and caregivers willing to work to keep them 
connected to their roots. 
 
We look to our foster parents to fulfill this role, and 
to be a supportive, consistent caregiver in our  
children’s lives. 
 
Being a caregiver is a challenging job with many  
rewards. Caregivers play a very important role in our 
families, and in the wellbeing of our communities 
and Nations.  We are always in need of caregivers 
and of Aboriginal families willing to open their hearts 
and their homes to an Aboriginal child. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR AGENCY LOGO 

In the spirit of spindle whorls, this revised logo 
for Surrounded by Cedar depicts an adult face 
with a smaller child's face inside the mouth.  
Surrounding these two faces are the  
dendrochronoligical rings of red and yellow 
cedar. The red and yellow of the design  
symbolize red and yellow cedar, while the 
adult's face with the child inside its mouth 
represents the vitality of caRING for future 
generations of children. In reconsidering the 
design, I wanted the design to represent the 
growth of Surrounded by Cedar as an agency, 
while also representing my personal growth as 
an artist. In doing this, I also wanted to retain 
the characteristics of the original logo.    
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INTRODUCTION  

Surrounded by Cedar Child and Family  
Services (SCCFS) is a dream come true for  
many Aboriginal people living in Victoria.  
 
For many years, Aboriginal people have  
worked together to build a better  
future for those who will come after us.  
 
On September 17, 2002 our agency was born.  
Our name was given to us by John Aitken,  
a Coast Salish man who grew up in foster  
care. John told us that because Cedar is  
sacred to all the Island First Nations, naming  
our agency “Surrounded by Cedar” is a good  
way to let children and families that come  
here know they are welcome in this place,  
and are welcome in our home.  
 

 

     

 

Services and Support  

Guardianship Workers  

Guardianship Workers with children who are in 
the continuing custody of the Director to ensure 
that urban Aboriginal children in care receive 
services and support rooted in cultural values 
and beliefs.  

  

 Resource Worker 

The Resource social worker supports, 
develops and provides training opportunities for 
caregivers of Urban Aboriginal children and 
youth in continuing care. The worker also re-
cruits new caregivers, guides them through the 
application process, conducts home studies, and 
coordinates retention events and family activi-
ties within the community. 

 

Aboriginal Child & Youth Counsellor 

The Aboriginal Child and Youth Counselling Pro-
gram offers 4 ten-week group sessions for urban 
Aboriginal children in care, their families, and 
caregivers. The group sessions cover a range of 
topics, with a focus on the development of a 
positive Aboriginal identity, normalizing the ex-
perience of being in care, and creating appropri-
ate support systems and resources for the chil-
dren and youth. 
 

Family Safety Worker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Intensive Youth Support  

The Kinship worker engages and supports kinship 
care providers in a manner that is strength based, 
supportive and responsive to the complexities of a 
kinship placement. The worker provides direct in 
home outreach support as needed and helps to facil-
itate permanency planning for the child or youth 
when a return to natural parents is unsuccessful. 

Lifelong Connections 

The Lifelong Connections worker assists in identify-
ing and locating a child’s family or other close com-
munity member to help facilitate ongoing connec-
tion and possible placement where appropriate. In 
addition, the worker searches for placements with 
extended family when a child has been placed in fos-
ter care where it is in the best interest of the child. 
The worker will also help to facilitate and coordinate 
out of region and out of province kinship placements 
if required. 

Cultural Programming  

The Cultural Program provides programs for urban 
Aboriginal and off-reserve children, with an empha-
sis on children-in-care, their caregivers, relevant 
family and community members. The CPC works 
hand in hand with SCCFS team members and other 
child and youth friendly agencies to give our children 
and youth the very best opportunities to develop 
their potential and embrace their culture. 

 

 

 
 

Please visit our webpage  for more  
information and updates on our  

programming. 
 

www.surroundedbycedar.com 


