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Moose Hide 2018 Provincial Gathering and Day of Fasting 

On Thursday February 14th 2018, Surrounded by Cedar staff attended the Moose hHide Campaign at the Victoria 

Conference Centre. The day was filled with compelling speeches, thought provoking workshops, heartfelt songs, traditional 

protocols and commitments by the staff and community to support the end of violence towards woman and children. The 

province made a 1.5-million-dollar commitment to the future of the campaign.  

 

 

 

 

 

“I witnessed a Gathering in front of the BC Legislature  comprising of Premier Horgan, standing with many politicians, alongside 

Indigenous Drummers and Leaders. Four strong women were introduced, and each told their personal and emotional story about the 

loss of family on East Side of Hastings in Vancouver and Highway of Tears! All four then performed a dance which took me to the 

world of despair, loss, and grief, but concluded with a spirit of hope! I held back my tears!!!” - Alex Nelson 

“I stood and fasted with the men who took on the day without food or water, I went to workshops that allowed us to be vulnerable, I 

sat in circles where we could hold each other accountable in a safe place, and I marched proudly knowing that there are other Men 

just like me standing up against the violence and abuse of our women and children. I look forward to the march next year, and I hold 

up the Moose Hide Campaign for their work and the honor of handing out 1,000,000 Moose Hide Pins.”—Gordy Bear 

“I am greatly appreciative of the agency for closing its office doors to allow staff to attend the Moose Hide Campaign this year.  I raise 

my hands to Paul and Raven for organizing such a powerful and important event, and to the individuals who fasted on this day. I cried, 

I laughed, and I witnessed a community come together to address violence in a cultural way. It was an honor to participate and 

witness, thank you! “ - Alana 

“There were many highlights for me but the stand out one  was accompanying an eight-year-old boy on the march  in order to expand 

his knowledge.”—Brendon 

“My participation in Moose Hide left me a real sense of hope.  I witnessed a community of men coming together in  a commitment to 

ending violence against women and children.  The conversations were real and raw and the learning was absolutely profound.”  - 

Jennifer C 



On December 21, 2017, Surrounded by Cedar Child & Family Services cancelled the 

Continuing Custody Order of two Dakota boys, seeing them returned home to their birth 

mother.   

The journey for these young ones started long before the arrival in the Victoria Court House 

shortly before Christmas.  Generations earlier, the systems of colonialism and oppression 

presented themselves amongst this family system, and over time, the deep impacts of such 

significant trauma arrived to stay.  Addiction, cultural disconnection, dislocation, loss, grief, 

and removal set a new, shaky and crumbling foundation.    

As a youth, mom to these two beautiful boys spent time in care herself.  Not many years 

later, she saw her children enter the complex system of child welfare, and a Continuing 

Custody Order was granted by the courts at the end of 2010.  In March of the following year, 

these two little ones were transferred to Surrounded by Cedar Child & Family Services, an 

urban Delegated Aboriginal Agency, located on the traditional territories of the Lkwungen 

people, providing culturally rooted guardianship services to urban Indigenous children, 

youth, and families.   

While working hard to nurture the spirits and cultural identities of these two boys, 

Surrounded by Cedar was also charged with the responsibility of permanency planning 

while maintaining meaningful connections between these children and significant people 

within their lives.  Over the years, the agency supported mom to have ongoing visits to her 

children, encouraging her to do the work that needed to be done to have her children 

home.  At times this work was difficult, particularly as mom struggled to nurture herself and 

her own spirt.  At times, visits between mom and her boys were sporadic, and at other 

times, visits simply did not happen.   

Despite all of this, mom persevered.  The strong spirit of her Dakota ancestors stood with 

her as she made the commitment to get clean and stay clean.  And over the course of three 

years, the transformation was amazing.  By summer, 2017, Surrounded by Cedar, through 

their collaborative work with the Ministry of Children & Family Development, felt confident 

in the work that mom had done and placed the boys in mom’s home.  And by December, 

the agency was confident enough in mom’s new journey that application was made to  the 

court to see these boys stay at home, permanently.   

The Journey Home  



 

Recognizing the lack of cultural significance court systems hold amongst our people, 

Surrounded by Cedar embarked on a journey with the courts to ensure the process of 

cancelling the Continuing Custody Orders was one that held deep meaning for not only the 

agency but the family.  And through the agency’s advocacy, a precedent setting moment took 

place in family court that December day.   

The agency’s social worker was called into judge’s chamber to provide evidence prior to the 

actual court proceedings, allowing more time to focus on the cultural work that needed to 

take place in the court room.  Excitement filled the air as we all filed into the court room, and 

quickly heard the judge grant the cancellation.  This was followed by an address to the family 

and the courts by a member of the family’s Nation.  The agency’s Elder then addressed the 

court in his language, acknowledging the very important work that had taken place.  A group 

of staff and community members then stood before the family with their drums, belting out 

the infamous AIM song.  To close these proceedings, we then witnessed the judge leave her 

bench, and come down to address each member of the family individually.  Both boys were 

presented with eagle feathers by the judge.  Needless to say, not a dry eye sat in family court 

at that moment, and the significance of that day, of the work that mom did to break cycles 

amongst her family, were forever etched in the hearts of those who were there.   

Moving forward, it is Surrounded by Cedar’s intention to continue to work with the local court 

systems to shift the way in which proceedings take place for Indigenous children, youth and 

families, particularly in the family court process.  Rescindments, returns, and transfers of 

custody need to be honoured with cultural significance.  It is not only medicine to our people, 

it is also those very processes that align with our inherent understandings of how we conduct 

business.   



Welcome to the Team—Kim Rumley,  

Cultural Continuity Worker 

 

I was born in Chemainus, B.C. and lived on Vancouver Island until I was four years of 

age, and then moved to Whitehorse, Yukon. My Grandmother raised me for the first 

years of my life until we moved to the Yukon. I am of Coast Salish descent on my Fathers 

side and British descent on my Mothers side.  

Although I didn’t grow up learning my Cultural Protocols or my Community, I grew up 

on the land, learning how to hunt, fish, harvest and berry pick. I am so grateful to my 

dad for teaching us those skills as young women, as they have proved invaluable in my 

life.  

I am the proud mother of two boys, who are 19 and 20 years old. My boys are from the 

Vuntut Gwitchin First Nation, in Old Crow, Yukon the most Northern and remote 

Community in the Yukon. We lived in Old Crow for 5 years when the boys were little and 

moved back to Whitehorse when they became school age. I also helped to raise 3 of my 

nephews who are all now all adults and have their own families.  

My formal Education is in Criminology, as well as Addictions and Mental Health. My 

previous job experience includes working in Corrections, Youth Probation Officer, Native 

Court Worker, First Nations Justice Coordinator, Aboriginal Youth Diversion 

Coordinator, Education Support Worker and more recently Director of Youth Services at 

the Victoria Native Friendship Centre. I have been involved in the Friendship Centre 

movement since I was a young girl, and strongly believe in community healing 

community.  

My loves are my boys, travelling, being on the land, dogs, the Ocean, reading, movies, 

kayaking, swimming and walking. I love people and I love working with Family and 

Children. I am very grateful and happy to become a member of the Surrounded by Cedar 

Team and look forward to getting to know you all.  



 
CULTURAL CONTINUITY UPDATE 

KIM  RUMLEY 

Hoobiyee 2018 

My First Cultural Event as the Cultural Continuity Worker took place on Feb 2 & 3rd, 2018. Myself and two of 

SCCFS youth had the honour of attending Hoobiyee- The Nisga’a New Year Celebration. Hoobiyee began 

as the celebration of the return of oolichan — an important food source for the Nisga'a —  to B.C.`s northern 

rivers. Traditional teachings are that the shape of the moon at this time will foretell how bountiful food will 

be for the year ahead. 

 

 

 

 

 

This event is hosted annually by the Nisga’a Nation at the PNE Forum, in Vancouver. Although the Nisga’a 

are from Northern B.C. there are approximately 1400 Nisga’a residing in Vancouver, B.C. Hoobiyee is a two-

day celebration which brings together the Nisga’a Nations to drum, sing, dance and share cultural stories. 

The Nisga’a always invite singers and dancers from other Nations to join in the celebration, it is an amazing 

experience to have everyone come together in one venue to celebrate our culture and traditions as 

Indigenous Peoples in Canada.  

 

 

 

 

 

Some of the guests included dance groups from Gitxsan, Ahousaht, Ts’msyen, and Kwakwaka’wakw. The 

Honorable Nisga’a NDP MLA, Melanie Mark, Vancouver/Mt. Pleasant, spoke to a crowd of thousands about 

the importance of instilling our cultural values, songs and dances into our children no matter where we may 

live, whether it be in our home territories or in an urban setting. Her words resonated strongly with the 

crowd, and it was very apparent the efforts that the Hoobiyee organizing committee have made to ensure 

that this annual event is held not only for the Nisga’a Nation but for all Indigenous peoples in the lower 

mainland are very much appreciated. 

 

Both Youth and myself had an amazing weekend listening to the heartbeat of the drum and being immersed 

in Culture. 



Pink Shirt Day 2018 

On Wednesday February 28th SCCFS staff wore pink 

shirts to symbolize that we do not tolerate bullying! 

SCCFS Open House  

On January 30th, the agency hosted a community open house that was extremely well 

attended, with approximately 100 guests being welcomed into our home! It was wonderful to 

connect with our community partners, sister organizations, friends and supporters. The 

afternoon was spent sharing space, sharing laughter and sharing songs.  

Cultural Continuity Update continued… 

    Gathering Our Voices 

  Aboriginal Youth Conference 2018 
Myself, Mia Yule, SW Practicum student and four SCCFS youth will be travelling to Richmond, B.C. March 

20th to 23rd, 2018 to attend the Gathering Our Voices Aboriginal Youth Training event on the traditional 

territory of Musqueam First Nations. GOV will bring together more than 1,000 Indigenous youth delegates 

as well as chaperones, elders and presenters. Young people from across Canada will be present to explore, to 

learn and to engage with our culture among peers. 

This year’s Conference will offer over 60 workshops, which will focus on a variety of important Indigenous 

topics and areas.   

As well GOV hosts a Career and Education Fair whose exhibitors will share Indigenous specific information 

with all the young Indigenous leaders in attendance.  Organizations, education institutions, industry, public 

agencies and government departments are in attendance.  

In addition to this GOV offers an Opening and Closing Ceremonies, a Youth Talent show and the ever-

anticipated Youth Dance on the last evening. We are very much looking forward to engaging in learning and 

celebrating Indigenous Culture with our peers from all over Canada.   

Songhees ĆELÁSET Student Graduation  

In late January 2018, Surrounded by Cedar hosted three work experience students from the ĆELÁSET 

(Moving Forward) Program at Songhees Wellness Centre, delivered in conjunction with Eyē Sq’lewen – The 

Centre for Indigenous Education & Community Connections at Camosun College.  Our students assisted the 

Administration Team, Finance Manager and Cultural Programs Department, and helped us host our SCCFS 

Open House on January 31st.  

It was an honour to attend the ĆELÁSET Graduation at the Wellness 

Center and thank them for the incredible lunch provided.  

Congratulations to all the graduates!  

Amanda & 

Brendan  



Family Care Homes 
 
There are many different ways you can provide 

support and care to the children and youth who 

need either long term or short term placements, 

emergency or relief or even potentially adoptive 

homes. Becoming a Foster parent or Caregiver is a 

way to extend our hearts and homes to other 

Aboriginal children in the community. As a 

caregiver, you and the child in your home will 

receive supports. You can provide a safe and 

loving placement for a youth or child while they 

are away from their parents. 

For more information, please contact our 

Resource Social Worker at 

becomeacaregiver@sccfs.com 

Goodbyes Around the Office  

Surrounded by Cedar Child and Family Services would like to thank Kristina 

Griffiths for her incredible contributions to the Guardianship team over the last two 

year. Kristina has been an integral part of our SCCFS family and we are sad to see her 

go. We wish her the best of luck in her new position! 

 

On March 27th, Surrounded by Cedar said farewell to Seneca 

Ambers, Lifelong Connections Worker, and Alex Nelson, Elder in 

Residence.  Both Seneca and Alex brought so much to the 

Surrounded by Cedar team over their many years of service at the 

agency and we sincerely thank them for all their contributions, 

guidance and wisdom.  Best wishes to Seneca in her new role at 

the Representative for Youth’s office, and to Alex in his very active 

role in community.   

mailto:wes@sccfs.com


Stolen Sisters Memorial March 2018  

Saturday February 17th was the 9th annual march to remember and honor 

missing and murdered indigenous women, girls, and  2 spirit people. 

Hundreds of people, including a number of Surrounded by Cedar staff, 

gathered at Our Place  and marched to the front of the BC legislature. It was an emotional day 

filled with singing, drumming, prayers and stories. Our Surrounded by Cedar team put our 

good energy and prayers into making around 200 tobacco ties as an offering of good medicine 

for the day. 

Winterfeast 2018  

Our annual Winterfeast Celebration was a holly jolly delight! We were joined by very special 

guests Mr. and Mrs. Cedar Claus who were happy to take pictures with our children and youth! 

We had craft tables, a popcorn machine, cookie decorating tables, and an amazing dinner catered 

by Toque Catering. Winterfeast is about bringing our families together to celebrate and eat a 

feast as a community, not only did we share food but we shared laughs, stories and made 

memories. It was an amazing evening and we are already looking forward to the next one! 

Surrounded by Cedar raises their hands to Linda Lucas of 

Indigenous Perspectives Society, and sends 

congratulatory wishes to her as she embarks on her new 

journey….retirement!  



Jennifer Dreyer  

COUNSELING UPDATE  

The Counselling Program at SCCFS has been very busy this Winter season. We are so grateful to have support 

from Success By Six, Art Gallery of Greater Victoria, New Relationship Trust, Western Forest Products and the 

Greater Victoria Public Library to make our community based groups a huge success! 

 

Traditional Storytime and Reconnection Circle continue to run monthly at the 

Commonwealth Pool Library on the last Sunday of the month for children under six 

who are connecting with their parents and extended family members. This has been a 

wonderful opportunity for families to support the development of cultural identity 

for their kin in care, while building relationships to support lifelong familial and 

cultural connections. Families enjoy stories, songs, crafting and each take home a 

special book from local Indigenous authors. We have a new group every month, focusing on different 

reconnection theme, so we are always looking to welcome new families to our circle. These groups have become 

a great resource for families pursuing permanency and are the only family reconnection circles offered for 

indigenous families in Victoria.  

 

This winter we hosted two youth programs: Indigenous Young Women’s Group at Stelly’s high school and Next 

Generation Warriors at SCCFS. Out at Stelly’s, our young women spent 10 weeks exploring the ups and owns of 

teenage-hood as young Indigenous women, in our arts based counselling group, hosted in partnership with 

AGGV New Extreme’s Artist, Chesa Kai Abma-Slade (Xwsepsum). Together, the girls produced an art 

installation and video to share their successes and challenges coping with self esteem and body image, gender 

issues, racism and discrimination, colonization and intergeneration trauma. Over Spring Break, our young men 

had a similar opportunity to explore the experience of being young warriors in our carving program; together 

with SCCFS Artist In Residence Fabian Quocksister (Laichkwiltach/Songhees) our young men split a 2200 lbs 

log that they traveled 5hrs north to collect from Kwakwaka'wakw territory for this project. After five days, the 

log gifted us three smaller logs that will be used for future carving programs at SCCFS. Over the course of the 

month, the circle address issues of transitioning to adulthood, aging out of care, drug & alcohol use, healthy 

sexuality, and reconnecting to culture and community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to learn more about our counselling groups, please contact counselling@sccfs.com, or check 

out our website as new groups are added regularly! 

 

mailto:counselling@sccfs.com


On February 23 & 24 2018, in partnership with the creative vision of the City of Victoria Artist in 

Residence, Lindsay Delaronde The Belfry Theatre, presented the performance, “Pendulum”. 

This multidisciplinary Indigenous Showcase presented both traditional and contemporary Indigenous 

performances and performers of many nations from across Canada. 

Surrounded by Cedar staff, Alysha Brown, Katie Jacobs and former staff, members, Jessica Sault and 

Megs Whonnock performed with their indigenous women’s all nations drum group, A.N.S.W.E.R.   

. 

Lindsay Delaronde, Artist in Residence, City of Victoria. 

“This community-focused initiative honors Indigenous worldviews as they 
relate to reconciliation and community healing,” “Pendulum brings new 
life into the context of theatre and decolonizes the art form, which 

Indigenous peoples are so often left out of.” 

        

  

 

Pendulum: An Indigenous Showcase 

 

Surrounded by Cedar raises its hands in 

gratitude to the Victoria Yoga 

Conference who offered one SCCFS staff 

member a full access pass to their 

weekend conference in February.  SCCFS 

also raises its hands in gratitude to 

Monique Gray Smith who so graciously 

nominated our agency.   
SCCFS Celebrated Social Work 

Week March 4th –10th 

Lindsay Delaronde, City of 

Victoria Artist in Residence 

A.N.S.W.E.R.,   Singers, Drummers and Dancers. 

 L-R Jessica Sault, Lindsay Delaronde, Cougar 

dancer, Tara Stott, Katie Jacobs, Megs Saulnier, Ea-

gle dancer, Megs Whonnock, Sarah Rhude, Bear 

dancer, Sandee Mitchell, Alysha Brown, Nicole 

Mandryk, (front) Wolf dancer. 



Tea and Bannock nights here at SCCFS are in full swing! We are continuing on an amazing journey of 

cultural teachings and community connection! Activities such as Smudge making, Corn Husk Dolls, and 

Cedar Rose making have been very popular with our community. We are looking forward to more 

smudge mixing and beading in the upcoming months. We are excited to have our next Tea and Bannock 

night, Tuesday, April 10th. There will be amazing food and Sara Underdown will be returning to continue 

teaching us beading. If you are interested in joining us for the night, please RSVP to Gordon@Sccfs.com 

 

Our last Pro-D-Day was spectacular! Drum and Drumstick Making! With a total of 13 new drums made, 

and many new drumsticks Our children and youth were very talented at making their drums, and we 

look forward to seeing them drum and sing in the future! Next Pro-D-Day is May 18th, where we will have 

a morning of Archery, followed by Gold Stream Park, and ending with Mary’s Farm. Please RSVP to 

Gordon@Sccfs.com 

 

Xe’Xu T’uluts’thut (Sacred Circle) Youth Leadership has resumed as of February 14th 

2018 and we now have 9 youth and one Youth mentor, who was previously in leadership. 

We started off with a Visioning session focusing on the virtue of love. The youth learned 

about each other in a safe way and this opened the door for them to explore what they 

would like to learn in leadership.  Other activities this year have included: Medicine making and pipe 

ceremony. The youth made medicines with Cultural Educator Glenn Patterson. The medicines were 

made with a variety of healing plants and are to be used for smudging and cleansing the air. Mask 

Making—Our youth learned how to create their very own mask using their own face as the mold. We 

will complete our masks during the next leadership session and then we will present our masks and tell 

the story of the mask. Drum Making and Traditional Teachings – We were joined by Bradley Dick 

who taught our youth how to make their very own drum. Our youth also learned about cultural 

teachings behind making a drum (having good thoughts and good energy), How to care for a drum (treat 

it as a wide elder or grandmother), and the sacredness of the lives that went into the drum (the elk and 

the cedar tree).  

 

Nest to Wings this year will be on Thursday, May 10th 2018, at Esquimalt Longhouse. This annual event 

honours our youth who will be leaving our care. This important milestone acknowledges their new 

journey and reminds them that they are still connected in the community. Guests witness this important 

event and the youth are given teachings from respected elders.  

CULTURAL PROGRAMS UPDATE  
GORDY AND SABRINA  

mailto:Gordon@Sccfs.com
mailto:Gordon@Sccfs.com


Maria and Maren   
Alysha, Alana and 

Katie 

Blue Heron House  

Welcome Practicum Student Mia Yule 

Mia Yule joined the SCCFS team in January 2018 as a practicum student from UVIC’s 

Social Work Program with an Indigenous Child Welfare Specialization. Her mixed 

ancestry includes Cree-Métis from Pigeon Lake AB maternally, and Scottish, Irish, and 

English paternally. She is a proud member of the local Métis community and 

passionate about creating opportunities for cultural connection and learning. Her 

experience includes child & youth mental health policy work, working with vulnerable 

youth, and delivering cultural and recreational programming to Métis youth.  

Most at home outdoors, her free time is typically spent backcountry camping, rock 

climbing, in the ocean or looking for fossils.  

Staff Wellness Retreat  

On January 17th our team spent the day at Sneq’wa (Blue Heron) e’lun (House) at Royal Roads 

University. We were joined by Gerry Ambers who guided us through circle work and activities that 

brought awareness to how we incorporate wellness into our agency and home lives. A big thank you 

to our wellness team for organizing an amazing day of learning, laughs and self-care.   

 

Honoring Jennifer Gibbs  - Bel Manson  

Jennifer Gibbs has been an integral part of a team in Victoria called 
Youth Reconnect. As the sole police officer on the Mobile Youth 
Services Team, she has spent her days on the street looking for 
missing youth, answering her phone at all hours of the day, driving 
kids to appointments and ensuring their safety. She is extremely 
loved and respected, not only by her colleagues but by the youth 
who’s lives she has touched. Jennifer was recalled to her home 
detachment of Oak Bay PD and will be greatly missed by the 
Victoria team. The effect she has had on the lives of our high-risk 
youth, their families and the community as a whole was tangible 
and for that, we wanted to honour her. The staff at VNFC gifted her 
a drum as a thank you for all the work she did and Surrounded by 
Cedar employed a very gifted and talented artist, Bradley Dick, to 
paint the drum in her honour. The design is meant to represent the 
fierce protective nature of Jennifer (Mother bear) and how she 
always put the youth first.  

Bel Manson and Jennifer Gibbs 



On March 12, 2018, Surrounded by Cedar Child & 

Family Services cancelled the Continuing Custody 

Order for one youth in care, seeing her return home 

to her birth mother on a permanent basis. 

This family’s journey too started long before the 

arrival in the West Shore Court House on a warm 

and sunny early spring morning.  Not so different 

from any other Indigenous family on this land we 

refer to as Canada, systems of colonialism, 

oppression, and forced assimilation arrived in this 

family’s life, long before the removal of a child 

would be deemed necessary - the deep, and 

intergenerational impacts of trauma far reaching.   

Through the system of child protection, a Continuing 

Custody Order was applied for and then granted by 

the courts in July 2013.  Recognizing that this child 

was an urban Indigenous child, with a right to 

receive culturally safe service, she was transferred 

to Surrounded by Cedar in July 2014.        

In fulfilling its delegated responsibilities under the 

Child, Family and Community Service Act, social 

workers of SCCFS worked diligently to build a 

meaningful relationship with this child, acting as 

prudent parent, ensuring her safety and well-being 

were of paramount consideration.  At the same 

time, SCCFS worked diligently to fulfill its vision of 

healthy children growing up connected to family, 

community and culture.  Ongoing efforts were made 

to build meaningful relationships with the child’s 

mother and extended family, honouring that our 

children and youth do best when connected.   

Over time, it became evident to all involved, that 

this child needed to be reunited with her mother 

and sibling on a permanent basis.  Shorter visits 

were extended and eventually turned into 

overnights.  Overnights became weekends.  Mom 

demonstrated her resilience, her ability to keep her 

children safe, and to put all her tools into action.    

Many support people were involved in this journey, 

all of whom wholeheartedly believed in this mother 

and her abilities.   

Prior to arriving in court, SCCFS staff worked with 

the West Shore Courts to incorporate a cultural 

process right in the court room that would honour 

this family’s cultural identity.  After the granting of 

the Order, a member of this family’s Nation stood 

up and addressed the courts and the family directly, 

ending by sharing a prayer song from his traditional 

territory.  The judge then addressed the family, 

gifting the youth with an eagle feather, and speaking 

to her about the significance of such an important 

gift.  He took time to congratulate mom, and to 

recognize her for her hard work and perseverance.  

To close the legal process, several SCCFS staff 

members and one community member drummed 

and sang for the family, honouring the significance 

of what had taken place.     

Back at the agency, a meal had been prepared for 

this family, each of whom was addressed and 

wrapped in love and support by way of a blanket.  

The family was sent on their way, to begin their new 

journey, whole as one family.   

Another Journey Home Jennifer Chuckry   



On behalf of everyone at Surrounded by 

Cedar we raise our hands to Tashen Ao—

Reeve “Big Spirit” who saved up and 

donated half of his birthday money to 

support kids in care at Surrounded by 

Cedar.  

Thank you Tashen! 

Tashen and Jennifer Chuckry, Executive Director  

In December 2017, Surrounded by Cedar Child and Family Services received 21 backpacks 

full of comfort items to distribute to children in our care. These came to us from 

Indigenous Perspectives Society to help children feel more safe, connected and 

comfortable.  We were very grateful to be able to offer this kind of support to children 

who are placed in family homes and youth transitioning to adulthood! The backpacks 

were distributed throughout December 2017 and January 2018 and we received really 

positive feedback from everyone. We would like to extend a huge thank you to 

Indigenous Perspectives Society for supporting the work we do! 



Tea and Bannock Night—Tuesday April 10th,  5-8pm  

XE’Xu T’uluts’hut Leadership  - Wednesday April 11thand 25th 

Traditional Storytime—April 28th 

Nest to Wings—Thursday May 10th 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Surrounded by Cedar Child & Family Services 

#211-1497 Admirals Road 

Victoria BC  V9A 2P8 

250-383-2990 (p) / 250-383-2509  (f)  

www.surroundedbycedar.com  

Unity Drummers and Singers 

Unity Drummers and Singers are an urban Aboriginal group of community members who come 

together to drum and sing, while providing a safe and culturally sensitive space for family and 

community to gather.   

Drum practices are open to anyone who may have an interest in spending time with 

community, while drumming until your heart is content. 

Practices take place weekly.  If you don’t have a drum, no worries!  Several of our members 

bring extra drums to share. 

 

 Date: Every Friday Night 

 Location: Victoria Native Friendship Centre 

 Time: 6:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

 

 



2017 - 2018 

Surrounded by Cedar Child and Family Services 

$1.00 Membership Application 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

Name: __________________________________________        Date: ______________ 

Address:                                              ________City:   ________     Postal Code:___________                                                 

Phone: ______________________ Email: ________________________________________ 

Please note (per our constitution and by laws) memberships expire the day before the 

SCCFS AGM.  This means a new membership card will be required to entitle you to vote 

at the meeting. 

OFFICE USE ONLY  

 

MEMBERSHIP FEE RECEIVED:  

 

SIGNED BY: ________________      DATED: _____________  

Preferred method of contact  Email:    Mail:  

Interested in becoming a Member of Surrounded by Cedar Child & Family Services? 

 Memberships are available for an annual cost of $1.00 per year, expiring one day prior to the Annual 

General Meeting. Your membership purchase grants voting  privileges at our Annual General Meeting 

as well as our quarterly newsletter ‘Dream Speaker’.  

 As per Part 2 (2.3) of SCCFS’ Constitution and Bylaws no employee of the Society or any person 

receiving remuneration from the Society in any form (other than for reimbursement of expenses) is 

eligible to become a voting member of the Society. 

 

For any members that may have an interest in being nominated for election to the Board of Directors at our 

next AGM, please be aware of the following excerpt from SCCFS’s Constitution and Bylaws: 

 Part 5 – Board Members 

5.3   (1)  The term of office of all Board members is three (3) years, expiring at the conclusion of the third annual general meeting 

after the Board member was elected or appointed. 

             (2)   A person must be a member for a minimum of sixty (60) days to accept a nomination for an elected position on the 

Board. 

             (3)  No employee of the Society or any person receiving remuneration from the Society, other than for reimbursement of 

expenses, is eligible to be a Board member. 

             (4)    An election shall be held at each annual general meeting for two Directors whose terms are scheduled to expire and for 

as many Directors’ positions which may be vacant through resignation or termination. An election may be by 

acclamation; otherwise it shall be by ballot. 

If you are interested in accepting a nomination to the Board of Directors, we encourage you to submit a 

Letter of Interest and copy of your resume to Surrounded by Cedar.  


